In quest of the first link one had to travel to Azerbaijan,
to a humble plant-breeding station, the one from which the
young scientist Lysenko, dressed with no claims to professorial
"good form/' had arrived at the genetics congress in Lenin-
grad in 1929.

I92J.

In that year Trofim Denisovich Lysenko was appointed
to the plant-breeding station in Ganja (now Kirovabad).

He was twenty^even. His is quite an ordinary biography.
He was born on September 17 (old style), 1898, in the village
of Karlovka, in the Ukraine. His father, Denis Nikanorovich
Lysenko, was what is called a middle peasant, neither poor
nor well-to-do. Trofim graduated from the Poltava Horti-
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cultural School, took a two-year course of plant breeding in
Kiev, and after that entered the Kiev Agricultural Institute.
While still a student, he raised at the Byelaya Tserkov sta-
tion of the State Sugar Trust an early-ripening tomato, the
Erliana 17. In that year, 1923, he had his first article pub-
lished in the Bulletin of theHigh-Grade Seed Growing Adminis-
tration of the State Sugar Trust.

Many Soviet specialists were also sons of peasants and
they had grown up in pretty much the same way as Trofim
Lysenko. Perhaps it was only his perseverance, his extraordi-
nary thirst for knowledge and his undeviating pursuit of the
road he had chosen that distinguished him. from the rest.
And one other very characteristic feature: for him, knowledge
was something that was immediately put into practice. It is
doubtful whether he then suspected that this was the Michu-
rin feature about him.

And so he found himself in a region of yellowish soil
cracked in the summer heat, under a high, blue, cloudless sky.

It was autumn. The Ganja Plant- Breeding Experimental
Station, quite recently opened, lay in a lowland part of Azer-
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